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DIRECTOR’S NOTES

As Kathleen Woods was heading into her well-earned retirement, she shared
many things about this program with me, to ensure that Paly Theatre continued
to thrive in the years to come. So when she emailed me to ask if | would be
interested in seeing suggested titles for this year from the advanced Theatre
classes, | immediately said yes, and was thrilled to see one title mentioned over
and over again: She Kills Monsters, by Qui Nguyen.

Nguyen is one of the most exciting contemporary American playwrights, and
this is an excellent testament to why. He has created a fun adventure, a loving
ode to geekery and fan-culture everywhere. What makes his work so compelling
however, is that he created this journey in the context of a highly personal story:
the story of a teenage girl struggling to come to terms with the terrible and tragic
loss of her sister. Nguyen somehow does this while creating heroic battles,
hilarious dialogue, and scenes that explore many of the social challenges facing
students today.

Given all of that, it is perhaps no wonder that She Kills Monsters is one of the
most-produced plays for high school theatre departments this decade. Ina
normal year, the cast would be too small for me to consider the title for a
mainstage show, but I’'m very happy to take advantage of the chance to produce
it during our not-normal year, and very grateful to Nguyen for creating this
“Virtual Realms” edition, so that high school students could continue to working
on this beloved text from home.

Our cast and crew’s love for this show and its messages has made every
rehearsal an adventure on its own, and a ton of fun. Their enthusiasm and
creativity for the world of Dungeons & Dragons — and the world of Athens, Ohio
in 2019 — shows up in their designs, performances, and their overall execution of
this epic story. Thank you for supporting their work, and enjoy!

-Sarah Thermond, Director

SETTING
Athens, Ohio, 2019
She Kills Monsters: Virtual Realms is performed in one-act, running
approximately 75 minutes.

No Unauthorized Recordings Allowed
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SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Brent Kline, Brittney Kerby and Jerry Berkson

Adult Production Staff
Alyssa Bond
Kyle Langdon

Drew Carpenter
Travis Fenech

Parent Volunteers

Parent Volunteer Coordinator: Deri McCrea

Photography & Publicity Lead: Juliana Sonneveld

Program, Poster & T-Shirt Design: Nadir Ali

Ticketing: Dror Sneh & Laura Jacobsen

Props & Costumes: Janis Bajor, Frances Davies, Noel Berghout
Material Distribution: Christina Augustine, Heather Marzano
Webmaster: Scott Thomas

Donors
Thank you to everyone who made a donation to us this year! Special thanks also
to the following families for their generosity:

Production Donors ($250+)
Maya Blumenfeld

Kannen Paramesh

Sherry Walston-Heller
Kristina Vetter

Anna Blaisi-Ribera

Harriet Stern

Deri McCrea

Christina Augustine

Patron Donors $500+
Juliana Sonneveld
Nadir Ali

Christine Klenow
Elise DeMarzo

Paly Theatre Boosters Board of Directors:
Sally-Ann Rudd, Juliana Sonneveld
Frances Davies
Kristina Vetter, Deri McCrea, Nadir Ali,
Laura Jacobson, Christine Klenow

Co-Chairs
Treasurer
Members-at-Large

Paly Theatre Boosters is a group of parents whose work is essential to the success
of the theatre program. You can help by volunteering and donating. To join,
please visit www.palytheatre.com or send a check made out to Paly Theatre
Boosters to: Sarah Thermond, Palo Alto High School, 50 Embarcadero Road, Palo
Alto, CA 94301.
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